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I am  pleased  to  again  be  able  to  present  to  you  a very 
favourable  Annual  Report. 


The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  d own  has  been  good  throughout 
the  year,  and  the  means  placed  at  the  disposal  of  your  officers 
have  been  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  at  once  check  in  some 
cases,  and  to  modify  in  others,  the  spread  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  usual  difficulty  of  exactly  estimating  the  population  of 
Kettering  still  continues.  Many  have  left  the  town,  and  at  one 
time  there  was  a large  number  of  empty  houses,  but  by  following 
the  usual  mode  of  calculation,  and  consulting  those  likely  to  be 
able  to  give  information,  I believe  I shall  be  fairly  correct  in 
recording  the  population  in  the  middle  of  the  year  1905  at  31,000. 
Many  new  houses  have  been  built  and  occupied,  and  there  are  not 
nearly  so  many  empty  houses  as  there  were. 
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Infant 

Mortality. 


I feel  sure  you  will  be  satisfied  with  the  following  statistics, 
the  Death  Rate  and  Zymotic  Death  Rate  being  almost  identical 
with  the  extremely  low  rates  of  1904. 


As  in  many  other  places,  the  Birth  Rate  has  seriously 
declined  during  the  last  few  years,  and  is  again  less  this  year. 


The  number  of  Births  was 

The  number  of  Deaths  was 

The  Birth  Rate 

The  Death  Rate 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  . 

Deducting  non-Residents,  the 
Death  Rate  will  be  only 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

422 

362 

784 

286 

I 

86 

392 

25'2 

in 

the 

1000. 

I2‘6 

in 

the 

1000. 

1 3 

in 

the 

1000. 

1 2‘ 

in 

the 

1000. 

During  the  last  ten  years  these  Rates  have  been  as  follows  : — 


Birth  Rate. 

1 896 

1897 

1898 

1 899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

The  mean  rates  for 
the  decade  being 


Death  Rate.  Zymotic  Death  Rate. 
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i4'8 

11 

I2‘8 

r4 

1 2'3 

!*3 

I I '02 
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12*8 
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35'2 

33*8 

32'5 

3r3 

32‘4 

3°'5 

28*2 

27'9 
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The  Infant  mortality  is  unfortunately  generally  high  in 
Kettering.  Out  of  the  784  Births,  109  have  died  under  one  year 
of  age,  making  a death  rate  of  139  in  the  1000  Births.  This 
mortality  is  certainly  increased  by  improper  feeding,  and 
especially  by  over-feeding,  and  doctors  find  it  very  difficult  to 
make  mothers  understand  that  it  is  not  the  amount  of  food  that 
is  swallowed,  but  only  the  amount  that  the  infant  is  able  to 
digest,  that  nourishes  it.  Dr.  Paget,  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
has  lately  published  charts  for  the  guidance  of  mothers  which 
will  probably  be  of  service. 


Here  follow  the  statistics  of  illness  and  death  required  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  to  which  I add  a list  of  the  causes  of 
all  deaths  during  the  year. 


TABLE  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 


Popula- 
tion . 

Births. 

Deaths  under 
One  Year  of 
Age. 

Deaths  at 
all  Ages. 
Total. 

o 

j . 

a “ 

£ 

a*  2 

Deaths  of  Non- 
Residents  registered 
in  District. 

Nett  Deaths 

AT  ALL 

Ag  es. 

Year. 

estimated 
to  middle 
of  each 
year. 

Number. 

Rate.* 

Number. 

Rate  per  1000 
Births 
registered. 

Number. 

* 

<£ 

s-> 

PS 

co 

X H 

H jo 
< * 

W ’~l 

Q 

Number. 

Rate.* 

1895 

24,000 

876 

36  5 

L20 

136  9 

325 

13-5 

30 

. . • 

. . . 

1896 

25,000 

861 

344 

130 

149  5 

356 

1T2 

29 

... 

• • 

. . . 

1897 

26,000 

933 

35-2 

114 

1227 

359 

13  5 

39 

... 

... 

♦ . . 

1898 

28,000 

948 

33-8 

153 

1614 

417 

148 

48 

... 

... 

. . . 

1899 

29,000 

945 

325 

139 

147-6 

373 

12-8 

34 

... 

... 

• • • 

1900 

30,000 

940 

313 

138 

141-5 

369 

123 

48 

6 

363 

12T 

1901 

28,653 

931 

32  4 

109 

117  05 

316 

1102 

36 

7 

309 

10-8 

1902 

29,000 

887 

305 

100 

112-7 

356 

122 

49 

11 

345 

11-8 

1903 

30,000 

847 

28-2 

95 

1133 

353 

11-7 

59 

25 

328 

10-9 

1904 

30,000 

839 

279 

100 

117  7 

374 

12-4 

67 

29 

343 

11-5 

Averages 
for  years 

27,965 

900 

327 

119 

150-8 

359 

12-8 

43 

1895—1904 

1905 

31,000 

784 

25-2 

109 

139 

392 

12  6 

53 

19 

373 

12 

* Rates  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 


Area  of  District  in  n 
Acres  (exclusive  ( 
of  area  covered  ( *4 

by  water)  ...  J 


Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  28,653 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  5,659 

Average  number  of  persons  per 

house  ...  ...  ...  5 


c r. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 


Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

No.  of 

Cases 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all 

At  Ages — Years. 

removed 

Ages. 

65  and 

to 

1 to  5. 

5 to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

up- 

wards. 

Hospital. 

Small-pox 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

14 

6 

6 

1 

1 

. . . 

5 

Erysipelas 

42 

... 

5 

11 

21 

5 

• • • 

Scarlet  Fever 

146 

44 

96 

5 

1 

, , , 

117 

Enteric  P'ever 

8 

5 

2 

1 

... 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

Totals 

213 

50 

112 

20 

26 

5 

126 

Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  Whole  District  at 
Subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths  in 
Public 

All  ages 

Under 
1 year 

1 and 
under  5 

5 and 
nnderl5 

15  and 
under25 

25  and 
under65 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

Institutions. 

Measles 

13 

2 

10 

l 

/ 

Scarlet  Fever... 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Whooping-cough 

13 

6 

7 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

. . . 

1 

. , , 

Diarrhoea 

3 

3 

... 

... 

. 

Enteritis 

5 

4 

, , 

1 

... 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

. . • 

1 

1 

. • * 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

• • • 

Phthisis 

22 

. . . 

3 

• * • 

3 

16 

6 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

13 

1 

4 

2 

2 

4 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

14 

• • 

9 

5 

1 

Bronchitis 

34 

10 

3 

1 

1 

19 

2 

Pneumonia 

29 

10 

12 

... 

5 

2 

2 

Alcoholism 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j 
Premature  birth 

3 

22 

22 

... 

... 

3 

• • • 

1 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 
parturition 

1 

1 

• • • 

Heart  diseases 

47 

3 

2 

2 

2 

22 

16 

3 

Accidents 

11 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Suicides 

3 

. • • 

. . • 

3 

• » • 

1 

All  other  causes 

133 

40 

9 

8 

4 

25 

47 

28 

All  causes 

373 

109 

16 

15 

91 

90 

53 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1905. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1 Week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

3 4 Weeks 

Total  under 

1 Month 

1-2  Months 

2-3  Months 

3-4  Months 

4-5  Months 

5-6  Months 

6-7  Months 

7-8  Months 

8-9  Months 

9-10  Months 

10-11  Months 

11-12  Months 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Yenr. 

All  Causes — Certified 

26 

2 

6 

6 

40 

17 

4 

9 

7 

5 

3 

6 

6 

4 

5 

3 

109 

Chicken-pox  ... 

1 

1 

Measles 

1 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

, , 

• • • 

2 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

. . • 

1 

1 

6 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

1 

2 

3 

Enteritis  ( not  Tuberculous ) 

1 

1 

2 

... 

... 

, , 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

Premature  Birth 

18 

1 

2 

1 

22 

Congenital  Defects 

5 

1 

4 

3 

13 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

Injury  at  Birth 

3 

3 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus 

, , , 

• • • 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

. • . 

, , 

, # , 

, , , 

10 

Tuberculous  Diseases 

... 

• . 

... 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Meningitis ( not  Tuberculous) 

1 

1 

2 

Convulsions  ... 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

Pneumonia  ... 

... 

... 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

• • • 

10 

Suffocation,  overlaying  ... 

1 

1 

Other  Causes  ... 

... 

... 

2 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

3 

... 

... 

... 

9 

26 

2 

6 

6 

40 

17 

4 

9 

7 

5 

3 

6 

6 

4 

5 

3 

69 

Births  in  the  Year,  784.  Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1905),  31,000. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  392. 


Apoplexy 

24 

Meningitis 

6 

Softening  of  Brain 

1 

Convulsions 

2 

Mastoid  Disease 

1 

Epilepsy 

2 

Paralysis 

3 

Bronchitis 

35 

Pneumonia 

31 

Laryngitis 

1 

Phthisis 

22 

Heart  Diseases 

...  49 

Liver  Diseases 

5 

Kidney  Diseases 

9 

Enteritis 

5 

Peritonitis 

4 

Obstruction  of  Bowels 

2 

Bladder  disease 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

0 

a 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

Measles 

13 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

Chicken  Pox 

1 

Diarrhoea 

3 

Erysipelas 

1 

Rheumatism 

1 

Cancer 

15 

Abscess 

a 

Ulcer 

1 

Diabetes 

I 

Hernia 

1 

Eczema 

I 

Ptomaine  Poisoning 

1 

Neuritis 

1 

Goitre 

n 

a 

Atheroma 

2 

Appendicitis  ... 

5 

Tetanus 

1 

Stricture  of  (Esophagus  ... 

T 

Atrophy 

15 

Child  birth 

I 

Congenital  Debility 

25 

Senile  Debility 

20 

Premature  birth 

22 

Injuries 

13 

Suicides 

4 

Natural  causes  .. 

2 

Tubercular  diseases 

13 

392 
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Phthisis. 


Small  Pox. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  in  1904  was  unusually 
large,  and,  as  I remarked  at  that  time,  probably  accidentally 
increased;  in  1905,  the  mortality  from  this  disease  was  a little 
more  than  half  of  that  of  the  previous  year. 

In  my  last  Report  I recorded  the  opening  of  the  fine  block 
of  buildings  in  connection  with  the  Union  Infirmaries,  for  the 
treatment  on  the  most  modern  plan,  of  this  disease.  The  result 
so  far  has  been  more  favourable  than  could  have  been  hoped, 
and  if  it  continues  at  the  same  rate,  the  outlay  will  before  long 
be  repaid.  The  Kettering  Guardians  were  almost  the  pioneers 
in  this  matter,  and  other  Unions  are  already  following  their 
example.  The  following  results  will,  I feel  sure,  be  interesting. 
The  conclusion  arrived  at  by  the  Doctors  who  have  been 
interested  in  this  matter,  is  that  advanced  cases  do  not  thoroughly 
recover  under  the  treatment,  although  their  lives  are  prolonged, 
but  that  incipient  cases  very  rapidly  improve,  and  frequently 
recover : — 


Admitted. 
Men.  Women. 

29  10 


Discharged  cured. 
Men.  Women. 

5 3 


Discharged  relieved. 
Men.  Women. 

5 6 


Transferred  to  Infirmary, 

Discharged  unrelieved.  Disease  progressing.  Remaining  under  Treatment. 
Men.  Women.  Men.  Women.  Men.  Women. 

2 0 IO  O 71 


Deaths  from  Phthisis  : 


1890 

...  36 

1895 

• 3° 

1901 

26 

1891 

. ..  26 

1 896 

28 

1902 

38 

1892 

...  20 

1897  . 

. 29 

I9°3 

24 

1893 

24 

1898 

• 31 

1904 

40 

1894 

...  24 

1899 

• 23 

1905  ... 

22 

1900  . 

• 31 

The  on 

ly  case  of 

Small  Pox 

which 

las 

occurred, 

was  dis- 

red  in 

the  Tramp  Ward  of 

the  Union 

in  June. 

Special 

care  has  always  been  taken  in  examining  tramps  desiring 
admission,  and  the  Official  in  charge  noticed  one  of  them  with 
a rash  on  this  occasion.  Medical  advice  was  immediately  sought, 
and  a severe  case  of  Small  Pox,  just  beginning,  was  the  verdict. 
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In  a very  short  time  this  man  was  safely  isolated  in  the  Small 
Pox  Hospital,  and  before  midnight,  the  man  and  woman  who 
are  always  ready  to  take  charge  of  Small  Pox  cases,  were  in 
residence  with  him,  with  a supply  of  suitable  provisions  and 
every  means  of  complete  isolation.  This  patient  was  not  a 
regular  tramp,  but  turned  out  to  be  a respectable  bricklayer  in 
search  of  work.  He  had  a very  severe  attack  of  Confluent  Small 
Pox,  and  after  his  complete  recovery  and  disinfection  found 
employment  in  helping  to  build  an  Infectous  Hospital  elsewhere. 
The  Tramp  Wards  were  most  thoroughly  disinfected  and  the 
clothes  of  the  man  burnt.  This  is  the  second  occasion  within 
a short  space  of  time  when  an  outbreak  of  Small  Pox  has  been 
prevented  by  immediate  action,  this  being  really  the  only  method 
of  nipping  an  outbreak  in  the  bud.  The  steps  taken  may  appear 
to  be  somewhat  expensive,  and  of  course  the  keeping  a 
building,  with  caretakers  to  go  in  at  a moment’s  notice,  always 
ready,  which  you  have  provided,  and  without  which  no  such 
useful  and  speedy  action  could  be  taken,  costs  money  ; but  on 
these  occasions  has  certainly  been  the  means  of  sazn?ig  a large 
sum  of  money  compared  with  the  cost  to  some  places  where  no 
such  provision  has  been  made.  The  delay  of  even  a day  makes 
all  the  difference. 


Scarlet  Fever 


Scarlet  Fever  has  been  present  in  the  town  during  the  whole 
year.  146  cases  have  been  notified,  117  of  which  were  removed 
to  the  Hospital.  Most  of  the  cases  were  of  a mild  character,  but  a 
few  were  of  the  malignant  type.  Of  the  146  cases  notified,  143 
recovered,  and  3 proved  fatal.  The  number  of  cases  gradually 
diminished  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year : they  were 
distributed  as  follows:  — 


January 

12 

May 

33 

September 

12 

February 

8 

June 

18 

October 

9 

March 

16 

July 

19 

November 

4 

April 

8 

August 

4 

December 

3 

Diphtheria  Diphtheria  is  a disease  which  has  not  been  very  prevalent  in 

Kettering,  but  more  cases  than  usual  were  notified  last  year. 
In  all  there  were  14  cases,  5 of  which  were  removed  to  Hospital. 
There  was  no  apparent  common  cause  or  connection  between  any 


io 


Measles. 


Typhoid  or 
Enteric  Fever 


of  these  cases  ; none  proved  fatal  : they  occurred  in  the 
following  order  and  localities 

In  January  ...  i in  Hawthorn  Road,  i in  West  Street 


February  ... 

1 in  Bridewell  Lane,  1 in  Wadcroft,  1 in 
Montagu  Street 

March 

1 in  Mill  road,  1 in  Digby  Street 

April 

1 in  Stamford  Road,  1 in  Carlton  Street, 
1 in  Northampton  Road 

M ay 

1 in  Northampton  Road 

August 

1 in  Granville  Street 

October 

1 in  Wood  Street 

November... 

1 in  Bath  Road 

December... 

1 in  Regent  Street 

Measles  have  been  prevalent  twice  during  the  year,  and  as 
usual  the  mortality  has  been  large  ; probably  owing  to  parents 
not  being  aware  of  the  great  care  which  is  necessary  to  be 
exercised  in  cases  of  this  illness.  13  deaths  were  certified  as 
connected  with  this  disease. 

Only  8 cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  notified,  7 of  which 
recovered  and  1 proved  fatal.  Four  of  these  cases  were  at 
once  traced  to  a blocked  sewer  in  Charles  Street,  some  of  the 
contents  of  which  had  tailed  back  into  a well,  the  water  of  which 
had  been  used  for  household  and  drinking  purposes.  One  severe 
case  in  King  Street  had  been  staying  in  Charles  Street,  and 
drinking  the  same  water.  Four  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital, 
all  of  which,  although  severe,  recovered. 


The  cases  occurred  in  the  following  localities  and  order : — 


February 

April 

September 

October 

November 


1 in  Alexandra  Street 
i in  Pollard  Street 
3 in  Charles  Street,  1 in  King  Street 
1 in  Green  Lane 
1 in  Gordon  Street 


The  gradual  and  continued  diminution  in  cases  of  this 

o 

disease  is  very  satisfactory.  The  following  is  the  number  o^ 
notifications  of  this  illness  since  1890  : — 


1 1 


1890  ... 

49 

1894  .. 

- 38 

1898 

17 

1902 

...  8 

1891  ... 

21 

1 895  • • 

• 25 

1899 

26 

r9°3 

...  1 1 

1892  ... 

25 

1896  .. 

• 23 

1900 

9 

1904 

...  11 

1893  ... 

1 1 1 

1897  .. 

. 1 1 

1901 

...  8 

!9^5 

...  8 

1/Odging 

There  is 

only 

one  licen 

sed  Lodging 

House 

in  this 

town. 

| House.  has  always  been  found  when  inspected  clean,  not  over-crowded, 

and  apparently  well  conducted.  The  managers  have  always 
communicated  with  your  Officers  when  they  had  the  least 
suspicion  of  any  infectious  illness,  but  there  has  been  no  disease 
of  that  character  present  during  the  past  year. 

Joint  Isolation  The  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  of  the  Kettering  Urban  and 
Hospital  Rural  Districts  has  been  occupied  during  the  whole  of  last  year. 

Owing  to  its  specially  healthy  site,  thorough  ventilation,  the 
quantity  of  air  space  allowed  for  each  patient,  and  the  careful 
nursing,  many  patients  shewed  a marked  improvement  in  their 
condition  within  a few  days,  and  a large  majority  of  those  treated, 
as  well  as  their  relatives,  have  expressed  themselves  as  thoroughly 
satisfied  with  their  treatment.  Although  as  I have  stated  on 
previous  occasions,  the  actual  arrest  of  infectious  disease  in  the 
Urban  District  is  not  so  satisfactory  or  marked  as  in  the  Rural 
District,  which  can  be  easily  understood,  yet  the  relief  to  families, 
who  would  have  to  be  isolated,  and  that  very  imperfectly,  for 
many  weeks,  is  very  great  from  both  a pecuniary  and  social  point 
of  view. 

The  speedy  removal  from  the  following  villages  of  the  earliest 
cases  seemed  to  at  once  arrest  the  spread  of  the  disease  : — Corby, 
Burton  (twice),  Warkton,  Geddington,  Cranford.  Only  3 deaths 
have  occurred  in  the  Hospital,  all  of  malignant  Scarlet  Fever,  out 
of  175  patients  treated  this  is  a very  low  percentage.  The 
following  account  gives  the  details  : — 

# 

In  Hospital  at  commencement  of  1905 — 24  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  all  from  Kettering.  Admitted  during  the  year — from 
Kettering,  126  cases,  Scarlet  Fever  117,  Diphtheria  5,  Typhoid 
Fever  4;  from  Burton  12,  Scarlet  Fever  11,  Typhoid  1;  from 
Corby  8,  all  Scarlet  Fever;  from  Warkton  3,  all  Scarlet  Fever; 
from  Geddington,  1 of  Diphtheria.  Remaining  in  Hospital  at  the 
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end  of  the  year— 8 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  Kettering,  3 cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  from  Warkton,  1 case  of  Scarlet  Fever  from 
Cranford,  1 case  of  Diphtheria  from  Geddington. 

The  Nursing  arrangements  have  been  carried  out  in  an 
excellent  manner ; the  cases  of  Typhoid  which  were  admitted 
were  very  severe,  and  certainly  2 of  them  without  very  constant 
attention  night  and  day,  must  have  proved  fatal. 

The  work  of  the  District  Nurses  has  again  increased,  and  it 
is  now  difficult  to  understand  how  it  was  possibT  in  past  years  to 
do  without  them.  Their  work  has  been  indeed  most  useful  and 
untiring,  and  everyone  in  the  district  ought  to  feel  grateful  to 
Miss  'Taylor  and  her  assistants  for  the  lives  they  have  saved  and 
the  suffering  they  have  alleviated,  and  to  give  all  the  aid  in  their 
power  for  the  support  of  this  very  valuable  institution. 

Owing  to  the  judicious  management  of  the  Guardians  of  the 
Poor,  the  Nursing  at  their  Infirmary  is  also  of  a very  high  order, 
and  I feel  sure  can  compare  favourably  with  that  of  any  other 
Union  in  the  Country. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  has  been  traced  to  Milk  Supply, 
although,  of  course,  this  is  one  of  the  first  matters  enquired  into 
on  the  outbreak  or  spread  of  Zymotic  disease. 

The  extra  powers  conferred  on  your  Officers  by  the  Kettering 
Improvement  Bill  proved  specially  useful  on  one  occasion,  when 
ice-creams  were  found  to  be  made  in  very  unsliitable  premises, 
although  no  prosecution  took  place. 

Complaints  have  been  made  about  the  deposit  of  sheep  skins 
under  a gateway  in  George  Street,  and  in  the  autumn  when 
numbers  of  blue  bottle  flies  were  attracted  to  these  skins,  and 
afterwards  went  into  the  neighbouring  houses,  one  or  two  cases  of 
illness  occurred  which  probably  had  some  connection  therewith. 
There  certainly  might  be  some  more  suitable  position  chosen  for 
the  deposit  of  these  skins,  as  in  hot  weather  the  odour  emanating 
from  them  is  disagreeable,  and  can  be  detected  at  a considerable 
distance. 


Water  Supply 
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As  in  many  other  places  the  Water  Supply  of  Kettering  has 
not  been  so  abundant  as  formerly  ; the  unusually  dry  season,  and 
the  slipping  of  the  embankment  of  the  new  reservoir  before  it  was 
completed,  contributed  to  greatly  curtail  the  ample  supply  which 
we  have  generally  enjoyed.  The  water  which  was  frequently 
tested  was  always  found  to  be  wholesome  and  good,  although  in 
November  the  water  in  the  reservoir  was  15  feet  below  the 
ordinary  level,  and  only  26,000,000  gallons  remained;  the  only 
inconvenience  caused  was  the  cutting  off  the  “constant”  supply 
for  a few  hours  during  the  night. 


ddie  Council  took  useful  advantage  of  the  low  state  of  the 
water  in  the  reservoir,  to  have  a large  quantity  of  the  weeds, 
filth,  and  vegetable  matter,  which  had  accumulated  during  the 
thirteen  years  since  the  reservoir  was  filled,  removed;  this  action 
was  also  useful  just  at  that  time  in  giving  employment  to  many 
men  who  would  otherwise  have  been  out  of  work. 


All  anxiety  as  to  the  future  is  now  at  an  end,  as  rain  has  at 
last  come,  the  slip  in  the  bank  of  the  new  reservoir  has  been 
repaired,  and  before  another  summer  sets  in  will  have  begun  to 
store  water  on  its  own  account  Work  is  now  in  hand  to  improve 
the  pressure,  and  some  extensions  of  mains  has  been  made  which 
will  have  the  same  effect. 
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The  very  dry  season  is  also  partly  responsible  [for  the 
purification  of  the  sewage  not  having  been  so  satisfactory  as 
formerly.  But  the  Council  has  recognised  for  some  time  that 
something  further  would  be  required  at  an  early  date.  A deputa- 
tion from  the  Sanitary  Committee  has  visited  several  works  to  see 
what  is  being  done  in  other  places,  with  a view  to  advising  the 
Council  as  to  the  best  procedure  in  the  case  of  their  own  works. 
Plans  are  in  hand  for  an  extension  of  the  works,  sufficient  to  meet 
the  demands  now  placed  on  the  Council  in  the  way  of  sewage 
disposal.  There  is,  of  course,  a larger  quantity  of  sewage  to  be 
dealt  with  than  when  the  present  works  were  constructed  in  1898, 
and  the  very  small  size  of  the  brook,  little  more  than  a ditch  this 
year,  into  which  the  effluent  has  to  flow,  complicates  matters 
very  much. 


Refuse 
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The  Refuse  Destructor,  which  began  work  in  May,  1904,  has 
dealt  satisfactorily  with  the  whole  of  the  town’s  refuse  from  the 
commencement,  and  has  shewn  itself  capable  of  dealing  with  a 
much  larger  quantity  of  refuse  than  the  town  at  present  produces. 

The  consumption  of  Electricity  for  light  and  power  purposes 
has  been  well  taken  up  since  those  works  were  started,  and  a very 
considerable  quantity  of  the  current  supplied  has  been  produced 
from  the  heat  generated  from  the  destruction  of  refuse. 

In  the  details  supplied  in  your  Inspector’s  Report  you  will 
observe  that  there  has  been  considerable  additional  work  thrown 
on  your  Officers  by  the  alterations  in  the  Factories  and 
Workshops’  Act,  but  I believe  that  work  has  been  properly 
carried  out. 

Once  more  I must  publicly  acknowledge  my  great  obligations 
to  Mr.  Reader  Smith  and  Mr.  Barritt  for  the  help  they  have 
always  so  readily  and  willingly  given  me  in  ascertaining  the  causes 
of  any  outbreak  of  illness,  and  helping  to  stop  it. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  WINTER  DRYLAND. 


Kettering, 

January,  iyo6. 


Report 


OF  THE 

Inspector  of  Nuisances 

FOR  1905. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Kettering  Urban 

District  Council. 


G ENTLEMEN, 

I beg'  to  submit  to  you  the  following  details  of  Sanitary 
Work  carried  out  during  the  past  year: — 

150  Special  House  Inspections  were  made. 

47  Blocked  Drains,  affecting  112  houses,  were  cleared. 

44  New  Drain  Traps  were  put  in  and  14  old  ones  repaired  or 
re-set,  and  5 disannulled.  2 Drains  from  6 houses  were 
disconnected  from  Sewer. 

8 Drains  were  re-laid.  5 new  ones  were  made.  6 Tippers 
put  in  order  and  1 removed. 

15  Inspection  Chambers  were  constructed,  3 repaired,  and  1 
disannulled. 


128  Old  Closet  Pans,  Pedestals,  and  Urinals  were  cleansed  or 
repaired.  28  New  Pans  and  28  New  Traps  were  fixed. 
30  New  Connections  were  made.  3 Closets  and  4 
Urinals  were  disannulled. 

6 New  Water  Closets  were  constructed,  and  water  has  been 
laid  on  to  13  Closets,  one  of  these  being-  in  a Factory, 
and  three  in  Workshops.  6 new  Pedestals  were  put 
down,  and  4 newly  seated.  44  Pedestal  or  Closet  seats 
were  repaired,  and  11  Closets  newly  floored.  1 pipe 
in  connection  with  Latrine  was  repaired,  and  4 lavatory 
basins  cleansed. 

8 Flushing  Cisterns  were  fixed,  and  59  put  in  order. 
7 Automatic  Flushing  Arrangements  were  improved. 

13  New  Sinks  and  16  New  Pipes  were  fixed.  1 pipe  was 
disconnected,  and  28  Channels  to  carry  sink  waste  were 
made. 

62  Badly  Paved  Yards  and  2 Stables  were  newly  paved  or 
repaired. 

5 Ventilating  Pipes  were  erected  on  private  property. 
2 were  repaired,  and  3 which  were  connected  with 
rain-water  pipes  were  disannulled.  2 Syphons  were 
removed  from  foot  of  soil  pipes. 

3 Rain-water  Pipes  were  disconnected  from  sewer.  5 
Rain-water  Cisterns  were  cleansed,  1 was  re-built,  and 
1 disannulled. 

2 Overcrowding  Nuisances;  14  which  were  being  caused 
by  animals,  escapes  of  Gas,  and  in  connection  with 
offensive  trades,  and  365  other  Nuisances  were  abated. 

28  Offensive  Accumulations  were  removed. 

61  Rooms,  Bedding,  &c.,  were  fumigated,  8 of  these  being- 
after  cases  of  Phthisis, 
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Sixty-live  Samples  of  Water  were  taken  for  testing 
resulting  in  4 wells  being  cleansed,  and  13  houses  being 
supplied  with  Council’s  Water.  5 Pumps  have  been  repaired. 

Water  Closets  and  Side-drains  have  been  flushed  at  9 
houses. 

Of  the  Nuisances  abated,  87  were  at  Factories,  and  were 
all  in  connection  with  the  Sanitary  Conveniences.  49  visits  were 
made  to  Factories. 

Eighty-six  visits  were  made  to  Milk-shops  and  Dairies,  at 
which  visits  the  sources  of  the  Milk  Supply  were  ascertained. 
3 persons  were  required  to  provide  better  ventilation  to  their 
stores,  and  3 were  required  to  whitewash. 

One  Ice-cream  Store  was  thoroughly  cleansed  and  1 newly 
paved. 

Four  boxes  of  herrings,  1 box  of  sprats,  2 carcases  of  sheep, 
and  15  baskets  of  strawberries,  being  found  unlit  for  food,  were 
condemned  and  destroyed. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  21  persons  for  using  obscene 
language  in  the  streets  ; 14  w ere  charged  with  stone-throwing,  6 
with  sliding  on  the  foot-path,  2 with  wilfully  damaging  trees,  1 
with  wantonly  extinguishing  lamps,  and  4 for  breach  of  bye-laws. 
The  Fiues  imposed  amounted  to  £ 8 6s.  6d.,  Costs  being  £8  7s.  4d. 
The  Police  have  greatly  assisted  in  bringing  these  cases  forward. 

Eighteen  persons  were  fined  for  allowing  their  chimneys  to 
be  on  fire,  the  Fines  amounting  to  £2  5s. 

In  connection  with  Smoke  Nuisances,  52  observations  have 
been  recorded,  and  1 notice  served. 

Statutory  Notices  to  abate  Nuisances  wmre  served  in  8 cases. 
Two  informal  notices  were  served  in  connection  with  Workshops. 
Prosecutions  wrere  unnecessary. 

Six  hundred  and  fifty-live  visits  have  been  made  to  Work- 
shops (in  100  of  these  the  occupiers  wrere  either  out  of  work  or 
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were  working  in  factories),  resulting  in  i case  of  overcrowding 
being  abated  and  in  io  Workshops  being  whitewashed  by 
request. 

Thirty-eight  visits  have  been  made  to  Vans,  &c.,  and  thirty 
to  Public  Buildings.  At  the  Lodging-house  in  Newland  Street, 
i door  at  the  bottom  of  stairs,  leading  to  2 large  bedrooms,  was 
made  to  open  outwardly. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  BARRITT, 


Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


To  the  Joint  Committee  appointed  hv  the  Urban  and  Rural 
District  Councils  of  Kettering  and  the  Urban  District 
Councils  of  Desborough  and  Rothwell. 

Re  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  &c. 


Inspector’s  Annual  Report 

FOR  1905, 


G ENTLEMEN, 

I beg  to  state  that  during  the  past  year  I have  made 

Inspections  of  premises  occupied  by  registered  Cow  Keepers  to 
the  number  of  315,  and  an  individual  examination,  with  especial 
regard  to  the  condition  of  their  udders,  of  2447  Milking  Cows. 

In  regard  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  Cowsheds  inspected, 
the  following  conditions  were  found  to  prevail,  viz : — 

Good  or  Satisfactory  in  ...  271  cases 

Unsatisfactory  or  Bad  in  ...  40  ,, 

Relinquished  Business  during  the  year  4 „ 

Total  315 

It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  the  sanitary  state  of  the 
Cowsheds,  in  the  period  covered  by  the  Report,  was  unsatisfactory 
or  bad  in  12.69  cases  per  cent. 
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A separate  inspection  of  every  Cow  contributing  to  the  public 
Milk  Supply,  and  with  especial  regard  to  the  condition  of  its 
udder,  has  been  made  with  the  following  results: — 

No.  of  Cows  inspected  ..  2447 

No.  of  abnormal  Udders  ...  79  or  3 -22% 

Of  these  deranged  udders  only  17  or  '69  per  cent,  were  in  a 
condition  calculated  to  render  the  Milk  harmful  to  persons 
consuming  it  in  an  uncooked  state,  the  remaining  62  or  2*53  being 
cases  of  atrophied  quarters,  teat  obstruction,  or  other  benign 
affections,  which  would  have  no  effect  on  the  quality  of  the  Milk. 

Of  the  40  Cowsheds,  the  state  of  which  was  bad  or  un_ 
satisfactory,  the  conditions  met  with  were  as  follows,  viz  : — 
Improper  drainage  and  unsuitable  flooring  (17  cases),  over- 
crowding (4),  insufficient  light  (5),  want  of  cleanliness  (8),  absence 
of  ventilation,  (2),  presence  of  Swine  under  the  same  roof  (2), 
Fowls  roosting  above  the  Cows  (1),  condemned  as  detrimental  to 
the  health  of  the  animals  (1). 

The  absence  of  any  water  supply,  which  has  always  been  an 
unsatisfactory  feature  amongst  a number  of  the  Occupiers,  has 
not  been  included  on  account  of  the  general  shortage  of  water 
everywhere. 

Of  the  17  cases  of  deranged  udders,  the  Milk  from  which 
would  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  15  of  these  were  due  to 
acute  mastitis  or  variola,  and  2 to  Tubercular  disease  of  the  gland. 
In  the  former  cases  the  use  of  the  Milk,  pending  recovery,  was 
forbidden,  and  in  the  latter  the  Cows  were  promptly  banished 
from  the  sheds,  and  slaughtered  or  otherwise  disposed  of. 

With  regard  to  the  general  conduct  of  the  Dairy  business  in 
your  districts,  I am  bound  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  the 
Regulations  in  force,  there  is  still  much  to  be  desired.  The 
reasons  for  this  are,  firstly — that  the  provisions  of  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order  are  totally  inadequate  for  the 
purpose  of  ensuring  a pure  supply  of  milk,  and,  secondly — because 
iyiilk  is  far  too  cheap,  and  cannot  be  produced  at  its  present  price 
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in  a manner  which  would  practically  ensure  its  reaching  the 
consumer  in  an  uncontamminated  state  The  directions  in  which, 
in  my  opinion,  the  regulations  require  amendment  are  mainly  as 
follows  : — 

1.  — Every  Cowshed  should  be  provided  with  a ceiling 
and  with  hard  walls  so  that  the  whole  interior  .could  be 
effectually  limewashed. 

2.  — The  flooring  to  be  of  a standard  pattern  of  impervious 
material  and  provided  with  a drain  channel  of  prescribed 
width  and  depth. 

3.  — A supply  of  water  to  be  connected  to  the  interior  of 
each  shed. 

4.  — The  provision  of  “ in-let  ” as  well  as  “out-let” 
ventilators. 

5. —  The  adoption  of  a uniform  system  of  cleansing  by 
which  all  manure  should  be  removed  and  the  floors  flushed 
with  water  immediately  before  milking  commences. 

6.  — -The  provision  of  a minimum  air  space  of  800  cubic 
feet  for  each  cow,  regardless  whether  or  not  the  animals 
are  turned  out  to  grass  for  a portion  of  each  day. 

7.  — The  adoption  of  the  Tuberculin  test  in  all  Dairies 
from  which  the  public  Milk  supply  is  obtained,  the  dismissal 
of  all  re-acting  animals  and  the  registration  of  all  those  which 
do  not  re-act. 

8. — Provisions  by  which  the  sale  of  Milk,  pending 

recovery,  of  all  cows  having  any  affection  of  the  udder  which 
might  render  the  Milk  harmful  to  consumers,  would  be 
forbidden.  ■ ■ 

The  adoption  of  Regulations  such  as  these  would,  of  course, 
materially  increase  the  cost  of  Milk  to  the  consumer,  but  none  of 
them  are  impracticable,  and  the  whole,  I believe,  to  be  essential 
if  the  disease-carrying  properties  of  Milk  are  to  be  rendered  as 
impotent  as  possible. 
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When  it  is  remembered  that  the  wholesale  price  of  Milk 
during  the  summer  months  is  often  as  low  as  sixpence  per  gallon 
(including  the  cost  of  delivery),  it  follows  that  an  insufficiency  of 
labour  is  employed  in  its  productions,  the  result  being  that  the 
cows  are  hurriedly  milked  before  any  attention  is  paid  to  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  animals  or  their  surroundings. 

Another  great  drawback  to  the  satisfactory  working  of  the 
present  regulations  is  that  they  are  not  universal,  but  permit  cow- 
keepers  living  outside  the  district  in  which  the  orders  a^e  in  force, 
to  compete  with  those  who  are  compelled  to  comply  with  them. 


I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

TREVOR  F.  SPENCER,  M.R.C.V.S. 


Kettering, 

January,  igo6. 


